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Protecting Arizona’s Documentary 
Heritage 

 

Action Plan 2018–2022 
 

ARIZONA HISTORICAL RECORDS ADVISORY BOARD 
 

Introduction 

Historical records of enduring value are found everywhere in Arizona, but their survival is never 
guaranteed given inherent vulnerabilities to physical decay, technical obsolescence, neglect, theft or 
loss. We often take them for granted even though they enable Arizona citizens’ access to crucial 
government programs and services. They serve as the source of our community memory since they 
help us celebrate anniversaries and accomplishments, promote our businesses and remember our 
families.  

 
Archivists, librarians, museum professionals and government officials have the solemn responsibility to 
preserve these materials for future generations, and also the opportunity to make them accessible so they 
can be used by the public in many creative ways. Historical records add value to our work projects and 
bring joy to Arizonans in their daily lives. Enabling preservation and access to our history is the primary 
goal of the Arizona Historical Records Advisory Board. It is this challenge that AHRAB embraces and 
documents through the hard work described in this Action Plan. 
 
AHRAB is one of fifty-five organizations in the states and territories of the U. S. which act in affiliation with 
the National Historical Publications and Records Commission (NHPRC).  AHRAB’s duties are found in 
Arizona state law (A.R.S. §41-151.23) which directs the Board to serve as the central advisory board for 
historical records planning and for NHPRC funded projects developed and carried out in Arizona. The 
Board also acts as a coordinating body to facilitate cooperation among historical records repositories and 
other information agencies within the state and to provide state-level review for proposals to NHPRC’s 
grant program. NHPRC is the outreach arm of the National Archives and Records Administration. 
Established in 1934, its only focus is on the documentary heritage of the United States by funding the 
pass-through grants to preserve, publish and provide access to vital historical documents. 

 
AHRAB’s members represent a small community of trained information professionals, but our true 
calling is to facilitate the work and enhance the lives of all Arizona citizens from the Grand Canyon to the 
Borderlands. We do that by training records custodians, providing monetary support to the most 
beneficial projects proposed to our re-grant programs, and through publicity and outreach that amplifies 
and underscores the value and utility of history in our daily lives. Please join us in celebrating our past 
and imagining our future by learning about the good work of historical preservation and access 
performed by your fellow citizens in the great state of Arizona! 
 
Robert P. Spindler, Chairperson 
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AHRAB’s Vision Statement: 

AHRAB envisions a future Arizona in which: 

• The state’s historical record, including that of its diverse populations, is preserved and widely 
accessible 

• Arizonans are more aware of their heritage 

• Government  and  community  leaders  recognize  the  importance of, and 
contribute  to, the preservation of historical records 

 
AHRAB’s Mission  Statement : 

AHRAB’s mission is to: 

• Serve a leadership role in preservation, promotion and access to Arizona’s historical heritage 

• Promote public awareness of  historically valuable records through programs and publicity 

• Foster and support preservation, access and use of historical records 

• Train Arizona residents and professional staff in preservation and archival methodology 

• Partner with other organizations and institutions involved in preservation of Arizona’s 
documentary heritage 

• Facilitate  collection of historically valuable materials in under-documented communities 

• Assist under-served communities with resources and professional support to make their 
historical materials accessible  

• Broaden the impact and visibility of historical records in Arizona 
 
 

AHRAB’s Role: 

• Design and implement a program to enable: 

•  Preservation, access and use of historical records 

· Enhanced archival and museum programs and functions 
 

· The NHPRC re-grant program and AHRAB events and programs 

· Collaborations among historical records custodians and organizations 

· Strategic planning on a statewide scale 

• Actively communicate the value and importance of records to policy makers and 
resource allocators 

• Monitor and proactively communicate with state and federal officials regarding legislation  affecting 
records and archival issues 

• Facilitate creative uses of historical records in projects and programs that heighten public 
awareness of  available resources
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Goals and Objectives 
GOAL: PRESERVATION 

As an advocate for the conservation of our historical records, AHRAB is a committed and vocal 
supporter for the preservation of our rich history and the cultural assets contained within the records of 
this state. 

Objectives: 

• Support digitization of permanent historical records that increase the availability of these 
assets to educational institutions, researchers and the public at large. We support best practices 
for the proper creation, storage, maintenance and preservation of digital materials 

• Provide preservation workshops and seminars to the organizations and individuals that are 
the custodians of archives and public records.  

•  Provide Emergency and Disaster Preparedness workshops 

• Discuss, advise and promote current topics of importance in the archival preservation field. 
Strengthen and foster our shared responsibility for preservation 

• Assist our state and local government records holders and community institutions, with 
emphasis on under-served communities, with grants for preservation projects that aid in the 
sustained safekeeping of permanent historical records 

 
 
 

 
Mohave County Public Works staff member seaming encapsulated map
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GOAL: ACCESS 

Improve the discovery and utility of historical materials through effective description. We support sustained 
development of shared Internet-accessible resources. 

Objectives: 

• Expand participation in key statewide archival information systems: 

• Arizona Archives Online 

• Arizona Memory Project 
 

• Seek and appropriately distribute NHPRC re-grant funds for description of archival materials with 
emphasis on underserved communities 

• Promote effective methods for creating accessible descriptions of especially challenging 
historical materials including: 

• Electronic records and digital materials 
• Film and video materials 
• Audio recordings 

 
• Encourage culturally sensitive description and use of Native American archival materials in accordance 

with the Protocols for Native American Archival Materials 

• Encourage and facilitate production of competitive NHPRC project proposals for large scale archival 
description projects 

• Continue to support the Arizona Archives Summit in improving accessibility of materials from under-
documented topics and communities 

• Reconvene working group and update the list of Arizona Supreme Court Landmark Cases 
 
 

 
OK Corral Presentation, 2016
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GOAL: PROMOTION 

Increase the visibility of the historical records community through regularly scheduled events and continuing 
contacts with popular media, the press and the citizens of Arizona. 

Objectives: 

• Support special programs that champion preservation, access and use of historical records 
including, but not  limited to: 

• Arizona Archives Summit 
• Arizona Archives Month 
• National History Day 
• Arizona History Convention 
• Statewide Historic Preservation Partnership Conference 

 
• Create a press kit for inclusion on the AHRAB website.  Prepare press releases as 

appropriate and distribute to media outlets. 
 

• Develop a brochure promoting the AHRAB mission and objectives and distribute it at all 
collaborative and sponsored programs 

 
• Provide the AHRAB brochure and Strategic Plan to the Constitutional office holders, state 

legislators and local government leaders 
 

• Update the AHRAB website to reflect current goals and programs 
 

• Create and distribute the Arizona Archives Month poster 
 

 
• Continue an annual public event to celebrate Arizona Archives Month and create an award to 

recognize an outstanding person or program involved in the preservation of historical records 
 

 
 

Del Webb at construction site for Phoenix Municipal Stadium, Del E. Webb Corporation Photographs, Greater Arizona 
Collection, Arizona State University Library 
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GOAL: EDUCATION 

Educate records custodians about the care of historical records in all formats. Encourage the use of 
archival resources to help improve history education in K-12 and college classrooms. Promote the 
understanding and value of historical records to Arizona taxpayers and records creators. 

Objectives: 

• Continue to provide regional workshops targeted to introduce new practitioners to basic archival 
methods and techniques 

• Identify needs, sponsor events and seek funding to support the education and training for 
staff of organizations that maintain historical records.  

• Support the development of workshops and training on records management, preservation and 
appraisal for local governments 

• Provide space on the AHRAB website with links to archival “best practices” and standards 

• Seek to inform educators and administrators about the use of archival resources in the classroom 

• Complete Professional Archivist Development Program project and consider application for 
continued funding 

 
 

Cochise County OK Corral Inquest Papers 
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GOAL: ADVOCACY 

Strengthen laws to protect and preserve records. 

Objectives: 

• Advocate for the collection and preservation of materials related to under-documented communities 

• Reactivate the effort to adopt replevin statute(s) 

• Advocate for appropriate resources for the preservation and accessibility of historical records 

• Serve as a resource to the public and policy makers concerning  proposed statutes and threatened 
records or documents 

 
 

 
Audio tape of Martin Luther King speech “Religious Witness for Human Dignity”, 1964, Lincoln Ragsdale Emancipation 

Proclamation Audio Recordings, Greater Arizona Collection, Arizona State University Library  
 
Challenges Facing the Arizona Records Community 

 
• Funding for the preservation of electronic records and born digital archives 

• Lost or stolen state and local government records of enduring value 

• The uncertainty of funding for the National Historical Publications and Records Commission 
(NHPRC) 
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AHRAB  ACCOMPLISHMENTS, 2013-2017 
 

2013 Re-Grants 
 

• 390th Memorial Museum Foundation was awarded $1,500.00 to purchase 
shelving for their collections. (Tucson, Pima County) 
 

• Arizona Historical Society Museum at Papago Park was awarded $3,800.00 
for re-housing the Yuma Photograph General Subject collection, the Yuma 
division, using archival supplies. (Phoenix, Maricopa County) 
 

• Casa Grande Valley Historical Society was awarded $700.00 for 
preservation and public access to the Jim Gorraiz photograph collection. 
(Casa Grande, Pinal County) 

 
• City of Maricopa was awarded $2,000.00 for transferring all permanent 

documents in the Building and Safety Division of Development Services to 
microfilm for best preservation purposes and accessibility.  (Maricopa, Pinal 
County)  

 
• Arizona Archives Alliance was awarded $2,893.00 for the symposium “The 

Activist Archivist” archives and social justice. (Statewide) 
 

• Clarkdale Historical Society and Museum was awarded $1,400.00 for 
supplies, training and an intern to preserve the city of Clarkdale’s historic 
records. (Clarkdale, Yavapai County) 

              
• Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum was awarded $1,000.00 for digitizing six 

16mm films, produced between 1953 and 1973 that features the museum 
and the museum’s history. (Tucson, Pima County)  
 

• Mesa Historical Society was awarded $566.00 for completing the data entry 
and re-housing the Mesa Historical Museum’s historical photograph 
collection. (Mesa, Maricopa County)  

 
• Town of Miami was awarded $1,500.00 for purchasing archival supplies to 

re-house the town’s historic, archival records. (Miami, Gila County) 
 

• Museum of Northern Arizona was awarded $2,314.00 for stabilizing the two 
most critical drawers of MNA historic photographs that were suffering from 
vinegar syndrome. (Flagstaff, Coconino County) 
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• City of Tombstone Archives was awarded $1,327.00 for digitizing and 
microfilming the city’s collection of the water department’s permanent 
records. (Tombstone, Cochise County) 
 

• Yavapai County Clerk of the Superior Court was awarded $1,000.00 for 
purchasing archival boxes and other archival supplies for long-term storage 
of the county’s historic, archival records.   (Prescott, Yavapai County) 
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2014 Re-Grants 
 

• Arizona Archives Alliance was awarded $2,118.40 for the symposium, 
"Advocating for the Archives" - a Symposium on Communicating the Value 
of Archives to the Public and Resource Allocators (Statewide) 
 

• Arizona Board of Regents, U of A was awarded $3,942.00 for preserving 
the Arizona State Museum Doris Duke American Indian Oral History 
Collection (Tucson, Pima County, Statewide, Under-documented 
communities) 

 
• Arizona Railway Museum was awarded $2,134.10 for archival storage for 

maps, paper, photographic prints/negatives and 35mm slide media. 
(Chandler, Maricopa County) 

 
• Clarkdale Historical Society and Museum was awarded $1,600.00 for 

making an Arizona company town’s records accessible to researchers. 
(Clarkdale, Yavapai County) 

 
• Gilbert Historical Museum was awarded $750.00 for archival materials re-

inventory project. (Gilbert, Maricopa County) 
 
• King Solomon Territorial Masonic Lodge #5 was awarded $265.50 for 

archival digitization of material in their collection to improve public access. 
(Tombstone, Cochise County) 

 
• Mohave County Public Works was awarded $4,000.00 for a historical map 

digitization and preservation project. (Kingman, Mohave County) 
 
• San Tan Historical Society was awarded $1,000.00 for an archival and 

usability project for the preservation of historic photographs and documents. 
(Maricopa County) 

 
• Sharlot Hall Library and Archives was awarded $1,376.00 to re-house the 

Elisabeth Ruffner Historic preservation and consulting papers. (Prescott, 
Yavapai County) 

 
• Skull Valley Historical Society was awarded $573.00 for the organization 

and preservation of historical photographs and negatives. (Skull Valley, 
Yavapai County) 
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• Superstition Mountain Historical Society was awarded $1,500.00 for the 
society’s archival program. (Maricopa County) 

 
• Wellton-Mohawk Fine Arts and Historical Association was awarded $750.00 

to purchase archival supplies to re-house their archival collections. (Yuma 
County) 
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2015 Re-Grants 
 

• Arizona Historical Society Museum at Papago Park, was awarded 
$3,500.00 for the Preservation of Yuma Subject Photograph Collection. 
(Tempe, Maricopa County) 

 

• Casa Grande Valley Historical Society/the Museum of Casa Grande was 
awarded $2,000.00 for collections access and storage improvement 
projects. (Casa Grande, Pinal County) 
 

• Chandler Historical Society was awarded $1,000.00 for rehousing the East 
Valley Tribune newspaper collection. (Chandler, Maricopa County) 

 
• Fort Apache Heritage Foundation, Inc. was awarded $1,368.00 for the 

program, “Setting the Course for a National Archives: Initial Review and 
Guidance for the White Mountain Apache Tribe National Archives.  
(Statewide, Under-documented communities) 

 
• Arizona Archives Alliance was awarded $2,378.00 for the symposium “Care 

and Feeding of your Intern" focusing on crafting ethical and meaningful 
internships for both interns and hosts. (Statewide) 

 
• Mohave County Historical Society was awarded $2,103.60 for the 

museum’s historical map digitization and preservation project. (Mohave 
County) 

              
• Museum of Northern Arizona was awarded $2,500.00 for the museum’s 

ethnology print rehousing project. (Statewide, Under-documented 
communities) 
 

• Northern Gila County Historical Society was awarded $1,150.00 for the 
digitization of the historical society’s Rim Country oral histories. (Statewide, 
Gila County) 

 
• Rosson House-Heritage Square Foundation and Guild was awarded 

$2,000.00 for their Heritage Square Map Preservation Project. (Phoenix, 
Maricopa County) 

 
• Superstition Mountain Historical Society was awarded $1,500.00 for 

supplies to rehouse their archival collection. (Maricopa, Gila, Pinal 
Counties) 
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• Tohono Chul Park was awarded $500.00 for their Tohono Chul Archives 
project. (Under-documented communities) 
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2016 Re-Grants 
 

• Arizona Archives Alliance: “What’s My Job?” A Symposium on functional 
analysis of archival staff including in-depth discussions about job titles and 
responsibilities.   (Statewide organization), $2,600. 

 
• Arizona Jewish Historical Society: Digitize approximately 500 documents 

and photographs from their collection and upload to the Arizona Memory 
Project.  (Phoenix, Maricopa County), $1,400. 

 
• Arizona Railway Museum:  Re-house and inventory slides and photographs.  

Finding aid to be placed on the Railway Museum’s website. (Chandler, 
Maricopa County), $500. 

 
• Chandler Historical Society:  Photo re-housing project for approximately 

10,000 photos from the East Valley Tribune collection. (Chandler, Maricopa 
County), $2,000 

 
• Cline Library, Special Collection, Northern Arizona University Flagstaff: 

Rehouse and process 70% of a 75,000 item slide collection in the Bennett 
Collection. Finding aid will be uploaded to the Arizona Archives on-Line. 
(Flagstaff, Coconino County), $3,000 

 
• Cocopah Museum and Cultural Center: Inventory, rehouse and process the 

archival collections at the tribal museum and cultural center.  (Somerton, 
Yuma County, underserved community) $750.00 

 
• Desert Caballeros Western Museum:  Photo collection and cataloging 

project. Approximately 1,000 photographs and slides will be digitized and 
catalogues and digitized images will be placed on Desert Caballeros and 
Arizona Memory Project websites. (Wickenburg, Maricopa County, 
underserved ), $3,4222.22 

 
• Lowell Observatory Library and Archives:  Digitization and Preservation 

project for approximately 97 video and audio items, including interviews with 
Pluto discoverer Clyde Tombaugh. Files will be uploaded to the Arizona 
Memory Project.  (Flagstaff, Coconino County), $3,000. 

 
• Old Pueblo Trolley: Digitize records of the Tucson Rapid Transit Company, 

including early trolley records, once digitized, records will be uploaded to 
the Old Pueblo Trolley website with links from the Southern Arizona 
Transportation Museum website.  (Tucson, Pima County), $2,000. 
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• Sharlot Hall Museum:  Rehouse and inventory 13,000 historic photographs. 
(Prescott, Yavapai County), $2,200. 

 
• Superstition Mountain Historical Society: Archives Project to continue to 

identify, process and preserve archival collections and begin integrated pest 
management. (Apache Junction, Maricopa County, underserved 
community), $500. 
 

• Tohono Chul Park: Finding for supplies to preserve 31 years of the park’s 
archives. (Tucson, Pima County) $626.78 
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2017 Re-Grants 
 

• Arizona Archives Alliance, Continuing Education to Arizona’s Archivists, 
awarded $3,648.00.  This project brings two continuing education courses 
developed and maintained by the Society of American Archivists to Arizona 
and provides financial support to offset costs for attendees. (Statewide)  

 

• Arizona Historical Society Museum, Preservation of AHS Northern Arizona 
Photograph Collection, awarded $2,380.00.  This is the first step in a 
comprehensive, systematic approach to the management of the AHS—
Northern Division photograph collections.  These collections represent 
some of the oldest and most valuable images of Flagstaff and Northern 
Arizona.  (Flagstaff, Coconino County) 
 

• Arizona Railway Museum, Upgrade Storage for Photograph Collection, 
awarded, $750.00.  This project upgraded the storage for photographic 
prints, negatives, 35 mm slides, and some paper records into archival 
quality storage.  The museum also upgraded its website to provide more 
information about their collections. (Chandler, Maricopa County) 
 

• Arizona State University Cross-Cultural Dance Resources, Archival 
Assessment and Processing Plan, awarded $2,000.00.  This project 
assesses all materials currently held by the Cross-Cultural Dance 
Resources Collections at ASU and prepares a detailed set of 
recommendations and develops a plan for their processing and future care. 
(Maricopa County, Statewide) 
 

• Desert Caballeros Western Museum, Photograph Collection Digitization and 
Cataloging, awarded $2,380.00.  This is an ongoing project with the goal of 
rehousing and scanning some of the thousands of photographs that are part 
of the Museum’s collections.  The grant money is used to pay a contract 
archivist to complete the work on the collections. (Wickenburg, Maricopa 
County) 
 

• Douglas Historical Society, Glass Plate Negatives Rehousing project, 
awarded $2,434.00.  This project rehouses the Historical Society’s 7,000 
glass plate negatives following archives best practices. (Douglas, Cochise 
County) 

 
• Fort Apache Heritage Foundation, Inc., White Mountain Apache Archives 

Development project, awarded, $435.00.  This project began the year 
before with an assessment of the Heritage Foundation’s archival needs.  
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The grant money is used to purchase additional mobile shelving units and 
storage materials as part of the ongoing process of re-housing the Nohwike’ 
Bagowa Museum’s audio recordings, photographs and other tribal 
records.(Under-documented communities) 
 

• Frank Lloyd Wright Foundation, Taliesin West Oral Histories, awarded 
$2,000.00. This project creates a digitization plan for the Frank Lloyd Wright 
and Olgivanna Lloyd Wright voice recordings and oral histories to preserve 
and make accessible to researchers. (Phoenix, Maricopa County) 

 

• Mohave Museum of History and Arts, Historic Maps Enhanced Preservation 
and Storage, awarded $2,595.00. This project focused on the Wheeler 
Survey map collection that the museum owns.   Money from the grant was 
used to purchase equipment and supplies to preserve the maps. (Kingman, 
Mohave County) 

 

• Pimeria Alta Historical Society, Community Exhibition and Family History 
Research, awarded $621.00.  The Pimeria Alta Historical Society used 
grant money to hire an archivist to assist staff with archival work and to 
conduct an archives training workshop.  (Nogales, Santa Cruz County, 
Under-documented communities) 

 

• Superstition Mountain Historical Society, Collection Committee Archive 
Project, awarded $557.00.  Grant money was used to purchase archival 
supplies for the Historical Society’s on going archive projects. (Maricopa 
County) 

 
 

• University of Arizona and the Arizona State Museum, Charles W. Polzer 
Papers project, awarded $4,000.00.  This grant funded project is to hire a 
professional archivist to fully assess and survey the papers of Father 
Charles Polzer, a noted scholar who collected research material on 
Arizona’s Spanish and Native American history. (Under-documented 
communities) 
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